
 
 

What is Vote with Your Mission? 
 

Vote with Your Mission is a new campaign to have 100% of eligible nonprofit staff, board members, and volunteers vote.  
We call on nonprofits in California to sign on to the Vote with Your Mission campaign!  Vote with Your Mission is organized 
by the California Association of Nonprofits (www.CalNonprofits.org).  
 

Why sign on? 
 

� To increase the number of people voting with the ideals and values that bring them into the nonprofit sector 
� To increase voting by staff, volunteers, board members and constituents of nonprofits 
� To raise the issue of staff/volunteer/constituent voter encouragement to nonprofit organizations and institutions of every 

size and from every community 
� To re-frame the nonprofit sector as a significant segment of the voting public  
� To provide a vehicle for nonprofit leaders to take the issue of voter encouragement and education to boards, management 

teams, coalitions, and donors 
� To inspire others to take up similar activities 
 

What does it mean to sign on? 
 

When signing up to participate in Vote with Your Mission, a nonprofit agrees to do two or more of the following: 
 
1. Ask all staff, board members, volunteers, and constituents to vote.  
2. Adopt the slogan, “Vote with Your Mission,” with the tagline, “Nonprofits are led by ideals and values for changing the 

world. Vote with the ideals and values that lead you.” 
3. Provide on-site nonpartisan voter registration materials for staff, board members, volunteers, and constituents. 
4. Add to the organization’s list of responsibilities for its board of directors: “Voting in every election while you are on the 

board.” 
5. Allow up to two hours of paid staff time to vote on Election Day.  For non-voters, the time can be used to help co-

workers or neighbors get to the polls, or to participate in “get-out-the-vote” activities (for any cause or candidate).  
6. Post the Vote with Your Mission poster in your lobby, on your door or window, in your clinic, in your newsletter, and 

elsewhere, or create your own poster.   
 

Participating nonprofits will be included on a running list on the campaign website and in other campaign materials.  To see a 
complete list of California nonprofits that have signed on so far, go to www.votewithyourmission.org/participants. 
 

How does my nonprofit organization sign on? 
 

Nonprofits can sign up on our website, www.votewithyourmission.org.    
 

How can my nonprofit become a co-sponsor? 
 

Become a co-sponsor by agreeing to ask at least 15 other nonprofits to sign on to Vote with Your Mission.  Sign up to be a 
co-sponsor at www.votewithyourmission.org/participants (click on “Become a Co-Sponsor”).  Help us get the word out!   
 

What if I have other questions? 
 
Visit the campaign website (www.votewithyourmission.org), contact the campaign’s coordinator, Leslie Hatamiya 
(leslieh@CalNonprofits.org), or contact the California Association of Nonprofits (www.CalNonprofits.org or 800-776-4226). 
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Frequently Asked Legal Questions 

 
Before launching the Vote with Your Mission campaign, we consulted attorneys expert in nonprofit law to be sure we’ve got all the bases covered. 

These FAQs, which were prepared by David Levitt and Nancy McGlamery of the California law firm Adler & Colvin, provide a general 
explanation of the law.  They are not offered or intended as legal advice and should not be relied upon as such. 

  
Can my charitable nonprofit organization participate in this initiative? 

Yes.  Nonprofit organizations classified as 501(c)(3) public charities may conduct nonpartisan “get-out-the-vote” activities 
and voter registration without jeopardizing their tax-exempt status.  It is a legitimate charitable activity to support voter 
engagement and educate the public about the importance of voting. 

If you are a private foundation:  Charities that are classified as private foundations are subject to certain limitations on voter 
registration; if your organization is a private foundation, you first should review these rules or discuss with legal counsel before 
conducting any voter registration activities.  A private foundation should not be restricted from participating in other aspects 
of the “Vote with Your Mission” initiative that do not involve voter registration. 

What does it mean for an activity to be nonpartisan? 

An activity is nonpartisan if no preference is shown for or against any candidate or political party, and the activity is not 
designed to help or hurt the chances for election of any candidate or group of candidates.   

A charitable nonprofit organization cannot tell people – directly or indirectly – for whom they should vote.  The purpose of 
“Vote with Your Mission” is to encourage nonprofit staff, board members, and volunteers to vote with the same ideals and 
values they bring to the nonprofit sector, regardless of which candidate they choose to support. 

What should we do to ensure that our activities remain nonpartisan? 

When explaining the “Vote with Your Mission” initiative to its directors, officers, staff, and volunteers (and, if applicable, 
members of the broader public), the organization should explicitly state that: 

• “Vote with Your Mission” is a nonpartisan effort.  The objective is not to encourage people to vote for or against 
any particular candidate or political party, and all nonprofits and individuals participating in the initiative should act in 
the same spirit.  

• Participating individuals will act on behalf of the organization and therefore should refrain from including their 
personal political views in the outreach effort to avoid any risk that such views could be attributed to the nonprofit 
organization. 

Can we mention issues that our organization considers important as part of this 
nonpartisan effort? 

A charitable nonprofit organization may address a specific issue as a reason to vote, so long as the nonprofit is not, directly or 
indirectly, telling voters which way to vote based on candidates’ positions on that issue.  The organization should avoid referencing 
polarizing “wedge” issues (issues that clearly separate the candidates in an upcoming election) in connection with encouraging 
voting, because this could be construed as indirectly telling people how to vote.  If you will mention any issues in connection with 
encouraging constituents to “Vote with Your Mission,” it is better to refer to at least three unrelated issues that are not wedge 
issues as reasons to vote. 
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What about ballot measures? 

Elections in California typically also include ballot measures.  Encouraging voters to support or oppose ballot measures is 
considered a form of legislative lobbying for a charity, because the effort is directed at the voters as if they were legislators 
adopting a new law.   

Therefore, unlike with candidates, a public charity may support or oppose a ballot measure, subject to applicable rules 
regarding legislative lobbying.  In contrast, private foundations are not permitted to engage in legislative lobbying, including 
with respect to ballot measures.  For more information on the legal limitations applicable to the lobbying activities of 
charitable organizations, you can refer to advocacy resources provided on the websites of the following 
organizations: Nonprofit VOTE, Alliance for Justice, Center for Lobbying in Public Interest, Independent Sector, and 
the National Council of Nonprofits. 

Are there circumstances where a nonprofit should use extra caution or even 
refrain from participating in “Vote with Your Mission”? 

In a few instances, organizations may be closely identified with a specific “wedge” issue (see above), or a position on a specific 
issue that is closely aligned with a candidate’s position in an upcoming election (e.g., a gun control advocacy organization where 
gun control is a polarizing issue in the campaign or where a candidate has clearly aligned herself with the organization’s gun 
control position).  In these cases, you should consider whether urging constituents to “Vote with Your Mission” in an election 
might create too much of an inference that the organization is actually urging people to vote for or against a particular 
candidate.  Most nonprofit organizations likely will not fall into this category.  If you are uncertain, however, we suggest 
consulting with legal counsel. 

One of the activities you recommend is providing up to two hours of paid staff 
time to vote on Election Day.  What should my organization know about this? 

California law requires employers to provide up to two hours of paid staff time to employees to enable them to vote.  (See 
California Elections Code Section 14000.  The statute is available here.)  At minimum, this time should be provided at the 
beginning or end of the work day. 

The law also requires you to post a notice regarding employees’ rights with respect to paid time to vote, a sample of which is 
provided here.  These rights are available to all staff, regardless of the employee’s intentions regarding the persons for whom 
he or she will vote. 

I have questions about legal issues that are not covered by this FAQ.  What 
should I do? 

Once an organization signs on to the initiative, the California Association of Nonprofits will provide a set of instructions for 
getting started.  You can find additional legal resources that may be helpful on the websites of the following 
organizations: Nonprofit VOTE, Alliance for Justice, Center for Lobbying in Public Interest, Independent Sector, and 
the National Council of Nonprofits.  Further resources can be found at Adler & Colvin’s website.   If you still have questions, 
we encourage you to speak with legal counsel.    
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http://www.nonprofitvote.org/
http://www.afj.org/
http://www.clpi.org/
http://www.independentsector.org/
http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=13001-14000&file=14000-14003
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/tov_final.pdf
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/
http://www.afj.org/
http://www.clpi.org/
http://www.independentsector.org/
http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/
http://www.adlercolvin.com/resources/tax-treatment-of-lobbying-and-political-activities.php


 

Sign On Here! 

Sign On to 
Vote with Your Mission 
What is Vote with Your Mission? 
Vote with Your Mission is a new campaign to have 100% of eligible 
nonprofit staff, board members, and volunteers vote. We call on 
nonprofits in California to sign on to the Vote with Your Mission 
campaign! For more information, visit us at 
www.votewithyourmission.org. 

As a participant in Vote with Your Mission, you agree to do 
two or more of the following: 

• Ask all staff, volunteers, board members, and constituents to vote. 
• Adopt the slogan, “Vote with Your Mission,” with the tagline, “Nonprofits are led by ideals and 

values for changing the world. Vote with the ideals and values that lead you.” 
• Provide on-site nonpartisan voter registration materials for staff, volunteers, board members, and 

constituents. 
• Add to the organization’s list of responsibilities for its board of directors: “Voting in every 

election while you are on the board.” 
• Allow up to two hours of paid staff time to vote on Election Day. For non-voters, the time can 

be used to help co-workers or neighbors get to the polls, or to participate in “get-out-the-vote” 
activities (for any cause or candidate). 

• Post the Vote with Your Mission poster in our lobby, on our door or window, in our clinic, in 
our newsletter, and elsewhere, or create our own poster. 

Organization name: _________________________________________________________ 

Organization address:________________________________________________________ 

Contact person name:________________________________________________________ 

Contact person title: _________________________________________________________ 

Contact email:______________________________________________________________ 

Contact person phone: _______________________________________________________ 

☐ Become a co-sponsor by agreeing to ask at least 15 other nonprofits to sign on to Vote with Your 
Mission. 

By signing up, we will send you a complete kit with poster, links to voter registration materials, legal 
FAQs, and your organization will be listed on our website as a participant.  

(Hand this form to us in person, email a scanned copy to Leslie Hatamiya at leslieh@CalNonprofits.org, 
or fax to (831) 462-8529.)  

Vote with Your Mission is a campaign of CalNonprofits.org 



vote
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a campaign of CalNonprofits.org

VOTE

All of us who 
work and volunteer 
in nonprofits do so 
because we believe 
in changing the world 
for the better. How do  

 

ON NOVEMBER 6. 
And when you vote, 
vote with your values, 
your mission, 
your heart.

votewithyourmission.org
 

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF NONPROFITS

CalNonprofits California’s nonprofits &  
the communities we serve

Vote with Your Mission is sponsored by the California Association of Nonprofits, a statewide association whose mission is to bring the full power of California’s non-
profits to strengthening communities. For more information, go to votewithyourmission.org.

We encourage you to vote

you want to change the world? 
What values lead you? 


